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Focus for today’s session

« Context: national reading data, policy and research
evidence

 FFT's reading assessments: decoding, fluency and
comprehension

 What does the data from 2.6m assessments tell us
about reading and the links between decoding, fluency
and reading comprehension?

» Struggling readers: targeted interventions and support

 How can trusts and schools improve reading?

FFT Reading Test: Decoding / Word Reading
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FFT’s assessment and reading expertise

Non-profit organisation, supporting:

350

academy trusts

10,000

schools

Primary schools

Reciprocal
Reading i=

FFE s fFFL

DFE validated
phonics programme

r[‘ll'_ Tutorlng
Reading catch-up
programme for
decoding and fluency
(current EEF trial)

Reading
comprehension
intervention with
proven impact from
EEF trials

2.0m

reading assessment results

2,500

schools use our reading
programmes

Secondary schools All schools
LittleWandle @ UnlO(.:king rrl Reading®
Ce D E Readlng Assessment Programme
KS3 phonics CPD for all Online adaptive
intervention and secondary schools, assessments to
assessment delivered in assess reading skills
developed with Little partnership with the and identify
Wandle and Harper DfE for 2025/26 struggling readers
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Reading: England’s performance in international studies

PIRLS: Year 5 (age 9-10)

Average score - of those shown, only Singapore is significantly higher
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PISA: age 15
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Struggling readers: at the end of KS2
and the start of Year 7

How the gap varies by group:

289

O vs 22% for girls
2 5 /o | 370/0 Disadvantaged (PP)

vs 19% for non-disadvantaged
of Year 7 pupils arrive at
secondary school below the

expected standard for reading SEND
57%

vs 15% for Not SEN

DFE KS2 Attainment (Sept 2026) August born

vs 20% for September born
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Struggling readers: at the end of KS4 FFL
and GCSE outcomes

How the gap varies by group:

2 6 O/O |31% E—

| 43 0/0 Disadvantaged (PP) I

vs 19% for non-disadvantaged
of Year 11 pupils finish
secondary school without a

grade 4 in GCSE English SEND
vs 18% for Not SEN

DE (K54 serrmeman 202575 | 2 40/0 EAL I

(provisional) vs 26% for not EAL




KS2 reading and KS4 education outcomes it

Year 11 outcomes by KS2 reading score

Pupils assessed at KS2 in 2019
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GCSE English outcomes and KS2 reading
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Achievement in GCSE English by KS2 reading score
Pupils assessed at KS2 in state-funded schools in 2019
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DFE Year 8 Reading Test

Focus Start date
Reading comprehension and 2028/29 (Year 7s starting
fluency Sept 2027)

What schools and trusts should consider

Use KS2 reading data

Make best use of incoming KS2 reading
data

Diagnostic assessment N
— Understand the specific reading needs of ﬂ["]']

_ struggling readers

Data use

Shared with DfE/Ofsted; not in
performance tables

Year 7 screening

Baseline and identify any struggling
readers

Monitor progress

Reassess all pupils later Year 7 or early
Year 8 to track reading progress
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Curriculum and
Assessment
Review

Building a
world-class
curriculum
for all

Final Report

November 2025

A
Department
for Education

Every Child Achieving
and Thriving




Assessment and the Science of Reading “

KS1: word reading is the main
focus: phonics, decoding and
fluency

KS2: shift from word reading
to comprehension and fluency

KS3: mostly comprehension

For struggling readers in KS2

> o Q)
& 3 - &
S 5 & &5 & s and KS3, schools should
o &S & & K & &
¢ ® S & assess:

* Reading comprehension

 Reading fluency

Grammar
and syntax

Phonological Print
awareness knowledge

Vocabulary

« Word reading / decoding



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/reading-house
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FFT’s Reading

Assessments
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FFT’s reading assessments for schools & trusts

Reading skills assessed in the FFT Reading Test

Comprehension Decoding Fluency

Compsenension Decoding Reading

One hundred years ago if you wanted to travel across the
cean you needed to go by ship. In 1912, Titanic was the
biggest passenger ship in the world. In fact, it was more like
a floating hotel than a ship. There were dining rooms, cafes

o and even a swimming pool!
@
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On the 10th of April, 1912, Titanic left from England on its

first ever trip. It carried 2200 people across the Atlantic v
Ocean towards New York. The ship had lots of safety
featur

aaaaaaa

es, and some people even said it was unsinkable. But

very sadly, that turned out not to be true

Years 1 to 9: covers KS1 to KS3

* Online and adaptive: no marking, instant reports *1. Reading*
« Comprehension: whole class in a computer room (40 mins) ¢ Assessment
Programme

Decoding and fluency: 1:1 with a teacher or TA (5-10 mins)




2.6m results from 2,261 schools since 2022 m

Results by assessment type each academic year, thousands

2-6m 3 60 ,64 1 B Decoding m Fluency m Comprehension

results across pupils assessed,
decoding, fluency and Reception to Year 9
comprehension 802K

2,261 219

schools, Sept 2022 to multi-academy trusts
Oct 2026 with 2+ schools tested

2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26  2026/27 so far

Comprehension assessment launched in 2026/27.2026/27 covers 1 September to 15 October 2026. Source: FFT RAP and CODE data, extracted 15 October 2026.




Reading assessment results since 2022

Results by year group and academic year

Year group 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 (*) Total
Reception 54,721 91,882 90,943 86,250 3,288 327,084
Year 1 76,951 103,128 105,731 103,305 12,687 401,802
Year 2 55,839 81,535 100,217 105,286 18,534 361,411
Year 3 39,437 83,284 110,791 137,751 30,027 401,290
Year 4 31,801 73,008 109,118 133,088 28,132 375,147
Year 5 28,074 68,210 99,122 120,640 27,208 343,254
Year 6 30,775 53,951 76,508 92,106 28,022 281,362
Year 7 606 1,166 1,586 14,660 41,379 59,397
Year 8 385 728 863 5,907 16,565 24,448
Year 9 218 649 358 3,042 8,114 12,381
Total 318,807 557,541 695,237 802,035 213,956 2,587,576




FFT Reading Test: decoding & fluency FFL

N
FrL Re‘af"'"‘g e — m Assess Reports Resources My School Groups 2 Whitborn Academy (1301...
Your Assessments " © MIS Connected
Year Group Pupils  Pupils Assessed Assessments Completed Actions
|
Year R 60 2 2

n
Year 1 57 2 5 Start assessment

Starts a new assessment for a pupil.

Year 2 59 4 4
Year 3 55 3 4 View reports
See reports for your assessed pupils.
Year 4 55 oA 0 = = e
About
Year 5 88 3 6
Reading Assessment Programme helps schools to assess pupils' reading
Year 6 60 2 3 skills. Learn more or see full guidance.
Support Important Updates
Access support resources and on-demand « New for 2026/27: FFT Reading Test: Comprehension
training videos in our Resources Tab. We are pleased to announce our new adaptive comprehension assessment for Years 2 - 8. It can be found
in the assessment drop-down menu under: 2. FFT Reading Test: Comprehension.
I
Resources This is a whole class assessment that is launched by the assessor via the School Staff login. Pupils can use

their unique 8 digit access codes to login and start the test.
For any queries or support, contact our team at:

literacysupport@fft.org.uk The assessment lasts approximately 30 - 40 mins and covers word meaning, sentence comprehension,
01446 776262 (option 5) and passage level comprehension targeting a wide range of reading sub-domains (e.g. retrieval, inference,

summarisation, authorial viewpoint, purpose and structure, etc.). Full Reports and scores are available

You can also visit the Knowledge Hub to post immediately after completing the test.

questions in a discussion and learn from FFT
literacy advisors.

Please refer to the Resources Tab for further guidance and on-demand training video.

The FFT Reading Test: Decoding & Fluency has been extended into Years 7 & 8 with a new KS3 item
bank. This is a one-to-one assessment that you can do with your Year 7 & 8 pupils to test their decoding
and fluency ability.

Assessment names and order have been updated - please ensure you have selected the correct
assessment for your pupils.




FFT Reading Assessment: comprehension FFL

F F L Reading*
Assessment Programme

Start Assessment

<

Year Group:  Select Year Group

Welcome to the FFT Reading Test - Comprehension Demo!
Please use this demo assessment with your class to become familiar with the test structure and question format.

Questions are for illustrative purposes only. Item level adaptivity and pupil routing are not enabled.




Pupils report: comprehension o

CGE el Pupils Heatmap Filter Gender FSM SEN +MORE &= R
PUPILS ASSESSED STANDARDISED SCORE EXPECTED OR ABOVE NEED SUPPORT READING AGE
o, 0, o
258267 101 212 (82%) 46 (18%) 12:1
01 Sept 2026 - 16 Sept 2026 Mean Standardised Score View pupils below expected - Mean Reading Age
ATTAINMENT DISTRIBUTION SECTION PERFORMANCE - Average Raw Score

Overall Comprehension - 258 pupils

Sentence Completion

Vocabulary in Context
=, - - WO S

Passage Comprehension

555
560
552
563
559

B Well above 11 (4%) Above 51 (20%) Expected 150 (58%) Below 29 (11%) [l Well below 17 (7%) Overall

Clear all Academic Year @FIFEELFY Year Group Pupil Assessments From @EICEEED LCW 16/09/2026

Pupils (258) Overall Comprehension Comprehension Section
Details & Context “ mm Test Date & Test Age ¢ Standardised Score $ mm Reading Age 9 W Vocabulary & m Passage Comprehension $

Oliver Baker 15/09/26 14:0+

Sophie Bennett F 07 WJG 11/09/26 11 108 Expected 607 14:0+ 662 636 557 563
Emily Brooks F 07 NCH 15/09/26 1mn 108 Expected 607 14:0+ 570 603 608 625
Freya Carter F 07 PCW 11/09/26 17 86 Below 467 9:0 499 426 431 487
Chloe Davies e 07 BNT 14/09/26 11:4 398 7:6 399 559 300 308
Daniel Evans [ sen Y 07 Link 11/09/26 11:9 14 Above 643 14:0+ 696 592 604 651
Ruby Foster F 07 OAR 15/09/26 11N 97 Expected 534 1:4 544 563 441 536
Alice Green EAL F 07 NCH 14/09/26 19 101 Expected 562 12:7 506 545 522 617




Pupils report: decoding & fluency o

Assessment Type 1. FFT Reading Test: Decoding & Fluency v ?

Year Group Class m Pupil Progress  Pupil Summary Pupils Heatmap  Pupil Heatmap Filter Gender FSM SEN -+ MORE a a

Clear all Academic Year 2026~ 2027 Year Group o Pupil Assessments Latest Assessmen! From 01/09/2026 To 16/09/2026

Assessment Indicators &
I . S R B

Details & Context “ | Gender E Test Date | Test Age | Standardised Reading Reading Standardised Reading Score Reading Standardised Reading
-~ _~

$ $ Score § Attainment $ Age Score $ Attainment $ (WCPM) & Age $ Score $ Attainment $

Chloe Hartley F 7 ALC 14/09/26 111 102 Expected 690 1:3 89 Below 104 8:9 95 Expected
Ethan Brooks M 7 LRC 15/09/26 11:5 89 Below 548 8:9 102 Expected 139 11:0 95 Expected
Lucy Fletcher F 7 LLC 14/09/26 1:7 19 Above 876 13:6 13 Above 170 13:2 17 Above

Grace Collins F 7 SRC 14/09/26 11:5 12 Above 794 13:6 17 Above 182 13:6 115 Above

Freya Dawson F 7 LLC 15/09/26 11:3 102 Expected 684 11 @ Well above 198 13:6 113 Above

Oscar Reed M 7 CLC  14/09/26  11:10 333 59 Well below 51 6:3 68]
Isla Whitfield F 7 CLC 14/09/26 11:10 105 Expected 718 11 101 Expected 136 10:9 103 Expected
Maya Ellis F 7 SRC 14/09/26 1:5 101 Expected 677 10:1 108 Expected 157 12:3 105 Expected
Noah Turner M 7 CRC 15/09/26 11:10 105 Expected 725 121 13 Above 171 13:2 110 Above

Leo Mitchell M 7 LLC 15/09/26 1:9 106 Expected 729 12:3 107 Expected 153 mn 107 Expected
Thomas Hayes M 7 SLC 15/09/26 11:3 110 Above 773 13:6 m 190 13:6 116 Above
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Pupil heatmap: comprehension

Assessment Type 2. FFT Reading Test: Comprehension v X 4

Pupils Report IS CELGIETS) Filter Gender FSM SEN +MORE  @%

Academic Year @EIVLRYY Year Group Pupil Assessments RO 01/09/2026 To @EDEEES

SECTION PERFORMANCE - Average Raw Score AVERAGE SCORE

Sentence Completion 555 Retieval Ee  — === _ 3 60%

Vocabulary in Context 560 Iinference 85%

Passage Gap Completion 552 Summarisation [ ——— T e ) 48%

Passage Comprehension 563 Authorial Viewpoint 67%

Overall 559 Purpose & Structure 0 —————=—"—— 59%
Comparison & Synthesis e ———— T 55%

Sentence Completion Vocabulary Passage Gap Passage Comprehension LG GETE Inference Summarisation Authorial Viewpoint Purpose & Structure Comparison & Synthesis
-~ -~ -~ -~ -~ -~ -~
4 s = s s 4 4

663 762

e et 724 Z 208 = ® 100% : ® 78% ® 100% © 67%
::;TtheGennett 607 662 636 557 563 i ok E dii i i
igmi.lyNBcr:oks 607 570 603 608 625 i o ok i ®7i% @ 055 & 3%
;;eﬁ ((:::vrter 467 499 426 431 487 e o ® 63% ® 50% 0 60% 2 2
Chloe Davies 398 399 559 300 308 P, o ® 0% &' i i
07 - BNT &0

Daniel Evans 643 696 592 604 651 ~

07 Link €D = © 60% 2 ® 78% @ 75% ® 100%
z;"fyo':’:‘e' 524 544 563 4 236 @ 100%  ©® 86% ® 50% ® 38% @ 50% ® 50%
giic'eg:en se2 506 e 622 & ®100%  ® 80% = ® 88% ® 75% ® 75%
‘(I)';u?n;aDsHHarris 586 592 61 566 566 ) ® ook ) 8 ix o, &




Pupil heatmap: decoding o

Assessment Type 1. FFT Reading Test: Decoding & Fluency v ?

Year Group Class  Pupils Pupil Progress Pupil Summary OB CEIGIET  Pupil Heatmap Filter Gender FSM SEN -+ MORE 6 B

Academic Year (ELFRLLY Year Group Pupil Assessments From @IS Ol 16/09/2026

Show outcomes as a percentage.

Decoding Year Reception
Standardised Group

Score 4
satpin ai eeigh ire are
rndgoc 0a 00 00 i _eo_ tch oe
i group | group | group | group | group | group

Emily Carter Female Year7 7A 70 3] @ © @ (@) @) @ -] @ ©

Oliver Bennett Male Year7 7A 70 ® €] Q@ 6} ® © [ ] O ® €] @ @ @ €] ®
Hannah Foster Female Year7 7B 70 S} © O @] @) (@) @ © @) O (©) © D @
Ruby Spencer Female Year7 7A 70 @ © @) @ ® ® @ @) (@) (@] @] O (@)
Daniel Cooper Male Year7 7C 70 @ @ @ ®
Alice Morgan Female Year7 7D 70 ® @] (@] @ ® @ ® =] €] @ © @ @ @ @
Samuel Clarke Male Year7 7C 70 ® @ O @ ® ® ® @ @ © ® @ ®
Holly Taylor Female Year7 7B 70 @) @ o o
Jacob Wilson Male Year7 7E 70 (€] © (€}
Adam Parker Male Year7 7C 70 @ C 6] ® ® ® @] © @ @ ® @ ® €]
Eva Hughes Female Year7 7E 70 © © @] ® @] (@] (@) © @ © ® @) @] o
Lily Roberts Female Year7 7F 70 @ @ O] ® ® ® ® @ @ @ ® ® 5]
Zara Edwards Female Year7 76G 70 &) @ (@) @
Daisy Walker Female Year7 76G 71 @] @ (6] (@] © [ (@} @) @) © ® @) @) o D @)
Benjamin Scott Male Year7 7D 72 ® @] @ @ ® © @® @ @ © ® (] @] @ { ]



Detailed diagnostic information

Name: Calvin Atrian

DOB: 12/07/17

Age (at time of assessment): 9:3
Year: Year 5

Class: 5A

Assessment: Adaptive

Date: 16 October 2026

Decoding Standardised Score: 95
Decoding Reading Attainment: Expected

Decoding Reading Age: 9:0

Fluency Score (WCPM): 136
Fluency Standardised Score: 105
Fluency Reading Attainment: Expected

Fluency Reading Age: 10:9

[Ft

Assessed Words

physical, bruise, IgthyXI poisonous, unbalanced, It:)peratexI

N

assistant, programme |mmed|ate|y, cell, ldeVlceXl recognise,

description, IphoneyXI cinema, exposure, manufacture

investigation, motion, IIzatest)(I hazy, actual, celIlng,lfunneIXI
pavement taunt, fragment cabmet patient, echoes, decision,

IautoblographyxI sacrifice, connection, campaign, reptile,

Frararoaora,-

tinvincible X 1, accompany, instantly, major, conflguratlon tough

fever circulation, functional, rustic, stabilise, Icontextual)(I

r____l._.._.._.,‘___

amateur, mandatory, heroic, expl0|t lWldespreaXm reference,
by

remedy, opposition, cultural, Izenlth XI felony, equation

WCPM 139
Reading accuracy 98 %
Passage length 177

Words read 124
Number of words read correctly 122
Number of words read incorrectly 2

Time 60 seconds

Words read incorrectly asteroids, pluto

Fluency Passage N

It is the place in the universe that we caII home. Our solar system is just one of thousands of other systems in the
Milky Way galaxy.

The Sun is close to the centre of the solar system. Everything in the solar system rotates around it in orbit. The
Sun provides heat and light for the entire system. Objects that are ve:y_cl_oge to the Sun, like the planet Mercury,
are so hot that nothing can live there. Others, like the dwarf planet EP_Iu:co_, _XEare so far away that their surfaces
are icy and dark.

The first four planets in the Solar System: Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars all have rocky surfaces and are fairly
small in size. The next four planets: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are called gas giants because they are
made up of various gases instead of solid rock. They are also much bigger than the first four planets and have ring
systems.

Reading Fluency
WCPM 133
Reading accuracy 98 %

Passage length 164




Trust-level reporting o

r['L Reading* S < =3 ALKESTE TRUST (T9041) ~

Assessment Programme

Assessment Type 1. FFT Reading Test: Decoding & Fluency v~ 2

Pupils With Responses | Standardised Reading Attainment Reading Attainment

Assessments A Score (Exp+) (Above+)

v
A A r A
v v v v

Aldermoor Academy (3046112) 1210 1148 1172 101.4 71% 24%
Ashcombe Primary Academy (2131045) 412 398 405 99.2 66% 19%
Beckford Primary Academy (8512077) 468 451 462 103.8 76% 29%
Birchwood Primary Academy (2052118) 174 168 170 97.1 61% 15%

Bramley Fields Primary Academy

(8452039) 605 579 594 100.6 69% 22%
Calder Vale Academy (3064021) 0 0 0 - - -

Carrow Primary Academy (2072014) 162 157 160 105.2 79% 33%
Chantry Park Primary School (3842056) 218 206 211 96.4 58% 14%
Clearwater Primary Academy (3072019) 389 377 384 102.7 4% 27%
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National reading
benchmarks:

..decoding and fluency




Decoding assessments: Year 7 students FFL
I rr——— e

---------------------------------- brilliance, imaginary, Ionesome rectangular, excite, -dlalogue X- romance garbage, anxious, practical,
-foreground X- | collection }(- Ifluent X | 5, -superwsmn X- --------------- et
1 i e e B ol e e 2 investment, IEICEIdEIT\IC X dialogue, earnest, unsociable, lonesome, -taunt X- |enqu|re )(. safari, outrageous,
;EE.'.IEEIEE?.EE.(J 'E‘fl‘fff',[‘&x L ?FEE’DSELV,)E d esteem, rancid, punctual, sympathy, quench, aromatic, humming, unpred|ctab|e plummet hilarious, navigator
;appointmentﬁx_ﬁ- limpma”ce.,)f.i_ LdisapPOinEXJ', contradict, relative, exaggerahon -physmtherapy X- nephew, |reptile X, 'E"]F-JI[)-(' -r}\éj-e:sﬂé X I, provide,
e e gy Eees———— | T Y LIS 20 gL ol 28 [ L ESSUIS 2
icompound X 1, 1 overwhelm X, -dlscomfor‘tx- recede, -procedure)(- exquisite, |quotation X, -66é§e-d-)(- -rrepeatgd )(-‘: ||cence Comfortab|e
e e i e o ISl i i Sty o R a——
et e, (ST, <_1€=]t_ pat, run, _m_um hot, antiseptic, [N IR - Y/Cht. (historical X, isupply X, piles, centre, category,
'sit X, jam, lot, yes, bee, zoom X', ichop X', happy, accumulate, BRI '?'9?[“.“[“_’_" {scenario X, opposite, feeble, (generation X, shady, function,
TR S R bt W et B e - oo - southern, -dllemma X- medieval, origin, impermanent, ~  po---olegm oo m T
food 1shop X- -chat X- joy X, boy. itoy Xy, -start X- ------- 9 P principle, 1 phrase X dough, |nfluence population,
-h--a---. r‘-'--u-u-i IR -4- -t L e bl hindrance, squadron molecule dissatisfied, abide, Lo
girl, rcorn X 1, imatch X, 1horn X- -blrd X, thatch X, composition astounded, reestablish, aquatic, alphabet, begun wheeze familiar, abandon, pavement,
e e e e e el pe e composition, astounded, reestablish, aquatic, T T T Lo
' her XT name, Icake X, 1switch X, time, runder X.': lunattainable X, logistics, resplendent, articulate, suggested, memorable, J-.sllmy XJ document, desert,
jrmamdl o, --lu-..- YL [Nevipsipiageipteg” ---Lq.-h-.,-ul-- Pammmmmmmgpdccm e om—mpemmemema . TEoo=rol e
-bunnyX- -new)(- 'bike X, funny, -wmterX- -rsatX1| 'specimen X': ‘completion X- -prophet X disengage, "1"'?{‘-‘_”_3[)_" exactly, 'E!c!'{a_"_'“‘"_'rl}_(' 'g?f]e_f?'_x' _____

____________ | p—— - - - - - -

obechent shlre restoration, Pssenual\y query, awkward, example, actual, latest, impulsive, -wcmus)(-

Score: 651 (SS 98/RA 10:4) Score: 491 (SS 84 / RA 7:11)

5 """""" 6 hemisphere, substandard, investment, stationary,
exclusion, perspective, automatically, probability,
finance, dehydration, identification, concentration,

1genius x- ‘completel x- ‘fluent x- ' supervision x-
4 [g smmmmd b ,-E..-..-..-y-..-..- [ b .E mmp==--= -commence X ., -exhale X- furnish, anxmus

;EEJ-IEL:IEE?-EE-(; iEUbDEEEngS_LS-ESErP_?_E{_)S_ m_apyff{C_ture hyperactlve _"’]U_S_CE"_"’" c_h_er_‘n_ls_t[y_,_ geometry, logical, dominant, constitution, institution,

|appointment X ; importance X .| overwhelm X [dignity X, construction, |devoid X}, |centuries X magnanimous, [fUmUItuoUS X', austere, congenal,

1disappoint X, : compound X, : discomfort X 1, symbol, security, qualified, identity, motion, brief, dairy, e .5rfa'rr'n'a<':é6t|6aii<. vivacious,

,’;n'e‘ng@*g‘,':'go’u‘},a;‘;;i" E:;tl- ,rggt'f‘,_ run, Eap, cup, -El\.*_e_ra_\g_\ﬂ._l}l(- adorably, considerable, suspicion, structure, .E,gig@;ﬁ.g{%fﬁ?ﬂ%t& repugnant, lér:cﬁv}:i-

I’EH;(‘: 'I*J;;;,' ')‘(‘: Tﬁl-lllﬂ)-{Tg;;s -ﬁﬁ;{iT - disgrace, concert, enabl_e_r_e_p_rr-:\s_ent presence, nllftie_”?r_\eftzus 'f“:‘t_h_c’f'fa_”_a_n_)f' |g|;e.gf|[|?|:|5.).(‘|

[ - — ] destructive, definition, -|n:|dentx- entire, evident, -colloqmal X' , judicious, lieutenant, -|nstantaneousX-
neutral, monltorlng,-cien‘léa;(- -por-'tl-o-n-}iu accompany, Ia-c-e;e;t-e-rh-onotony -t;ll-lr;gfu-aT)-(- cor;c]u-|t- -re-sr;r;s-ai -

B T e T s I oy
_ assure, f|bre product|on -con5|der X- tough Tfulfil X- ‘myriad X, jeopardy, depot, penphery, ! nOtOle-'tY X'
---------------- [ prammmnd [
rcoincide X- oscillate, fibrous, physu:lan X 5|Ihouette

-mu5|C|anx tongue, destmahon tr|bute -yleIdX-

................

______________ _L-|.-|.-|.-|.-|.J
parhament reI|g|ou5 nlece alace)(- -exerCIseX- ﬁ.o..v.e.rfgr.‘..).(.: -'u.,"io_r?fl?lffz(' equmbnum _Rr?fa_rl_o_u_s
Scm 552]31’0 /E """ ipicturesque X |, schematic, subsidiary, | hypocrite X |,

----- Score: 782 (SS111/RA 13:6)
o .,



FFT Reading Test: decoding benchmark scores [FL

1000 -
P10 to P90
P25 to P75
= Median ool
800 - 780

693

696
607

600 A

525

400 T

(FFT Decoding Score)

200 A

FFT Reading Test: Decoding / Word Reading

O I I 1 1 I I 1 1 1 I 1 1 I I 1

(Sept2026)  (Sept 2026) Aut Spr Sum Aut Spr Sum Aut Spr Sum Aut Spr Sum Estimate

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Years 7-8




Struggling reader in Year 5

Assessed Words  equip, pour, ItrembIeXI guessed, independence, passage,

programme, IbrwsexI poisonous, cinema, |mmed|ate|yr

IabandonxI tbrute X1, through lenergetchl careless

Frammg by o - oo hm = — = = o

1genius X1, Ifurnlsth Iraisin X1, design, sauce, Imuc:kyXI heart,

el by = e d

rgenerate X/, boycott lposmveXl fudge gentle, announce,

e S e

lprofessmnXl lyeastXl ahead, jewel lgarbagexI lproflt)(l

Frrerwwrd L

IrespectablexI raise, comic, loverconfldentXl wove, cereal,

whimper, employment, romance, matchless, splteful refused,
measure, written, spread, navy, overseas, breathe, disconnect,
practise

Age (at time of assessment): 9:8

Year: 5

Date: 10 September 2026

Decoding Standardised Score: 83
Decoding Reading Attainment: Below

Decoding Reading Age: 6:6

Fluency Score (WCPM): 44
Fluency Standardised Score: 71
Fluency Reading Attainment: Well below

Fluency Reading Age: 6:0

WCPM 50

Fluency Passage (ID: 500) N

Last spring | helped Grandma dig a garden in our yard. First, we picked a flat, sunny ! patch X' of grass. Next, we
got rid of all the weeds and rocks in the area. Then we put up wood posts to fence the garden off. | used a
hammer to drive the posts into the ground. Finally, we added layers of soil and compost.

It was then time to plant the seeds. We dug holes in the earth and dropped them in. We planted beans, tomatoes
and pumpkins. We also planted some sunflower seeds at the far end of the garden. Sunflowers are Grandma's
favourite. She said that new plants need lots of care, so | watered them with a can every day after school. At first

nothing happened. Soon, little green shoots began to stick out of the soil. The plants were growing!

Reading Fluency

WCPM 38

Fluency Passage (ID: 508) N

Al ralnforest X 1is a type of forest with tall trees and lots of rainfall. Rainforests can be found all over the world

ptrrrrry-=-< - pm e ==

lgxc_:e_pt_ )_( 1 where it is very cold. The biggest rainforests are in South America and | efI;IC_E_ )_( 1 These rainforests
are warm and wet all year round. They are home to animals such as monkeys, snakes, lizards, spiders and frogs.
Some people even call the rainforest home!

Rainforests are important for our planet. More than half of the world’s plants and animals can be found in
rainforests. Many of the medicines and products that we use were first found in a rainforest.

Today, rainforests around the world are in danger. Each year, rainforests shrink as trees are cut down to make
space for farming and building roads and houses. The plants and animals that call these forests home are at risk

of dying. People are trying to save rainforests by creating laws that protect them.

[FL



Year 5 pupil at the expected standard FFL

Assessed Words approved, transferred, immediately, guilty, principle, attached, WCPM 149
sensitive, general, education, cellar familiar, opportunlty,

conS|derabIer In_ecilc_a':lon vicious, lblosie_gzafia_bl_e_Xl tyrant, Fluency Passage (ID: 1102) A
completion, lodouer preoccupied, pincer, solemn, persuasion,

literature, orchid, 'EO_hP:SEOE ):(' debris, Physlotherapv. estuarv. Growing up on a farm is fun but it can be very hard work.

ogre, electorate, magistrate, rigorous, 'a_mPl_dgxf[gyf_z('_Cfrlce't Every morning we get up before sunrise and get dressed in our work clothes. The first thing we do is head out to
idyllic, culmlnaEIO_n_rf\/_lne irrational, abolition _;_il_l_?_s_j_d_:_a_[_y_,_x_;q the barn to feed and water the animals. The cows and horses get a mixture of corn, grass and hay. The chickens
cgrfp_llgnfe; 'ra'tIOf_f:j.I_e‘_X_rI éldequa'ter severe, ;hUpW_arlltfrlaQ X1, love to eat corn feed mixed with fruit and vegetables.

'.F_’e_rC_ugsLOQ )_(E-El_llt_e_x; fkfiswe ! procure X, diplomacy, Next, my dad milks the cows while my brother and | bring the milk to the cooling tanks where it is stored until the
EEEREIEEE. BRI, eloquent, scroungs, protagonist, milk truck arrives. Once we finish with the animals, we head out into the fields.

frivolous, 'audltorlum X, !detrimental X, coexistence We spend the rest of the day tending to our crops. This year we are growing corn and soybeans. We inspect the

plants to remove any weeds or pests and apply spray where necessary. When the sun begins to set, we head back

. to the h tired and dirty, but satisfied with d day’ k.
Age (at time of assessment): 9:8 o the house tired and dirty, but satisfied with a good day's wor

Year: 5
Date: 14 September 2026
WCPM 138
Decoding Standardised Score: 109
Fluency Passage (ID: 513) AN

Decoding Reading Attainment: Expected
Gemma sat on the steps outside of school with her guitar resting across her lap. She paused for a moment to

Decoding Reading Age: 11:6+ write something down in her notebook. Then a shadow fell across the page. She looked up and saw Henry Lee
looking down at her. Gemma knew Henry from music class. He was the one always banging on the drums at a
Fluency Score (WCPM): 144 tempo that annoyed Mrs Ruth the music teacher.
Gemma snapped her notebook shut before he could look any further. Henry held up his hands to show he meant
Fluency Standardised Score: 108 no harm. The honest look on his face made Gemma feel guilty for the way she reacted.

Henry told her about a band he was trying to start. He would be the drummer, and his friend Tina Kim would play
bass. They just needed a guitarist and singer - ideally someone who did both.

Gemma resisted the urge to shout, “I do both!”

Instead, she smiled coolly at Henry and said, "Why don’t we jam together after school and see how we get on?"

Fluency Reading Attainment: Expected

Fluency Reading Age: 11:4



FFT Reading Test: reading fluency benchmarks (words correct per minute) [l
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Phonics Screen Check

and fluency




Phonics screening check (PSC) predicts later reading fluency FFL
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Borderline PSC passes at risk of poor fluency I'I"L
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Fluency and the
KS2 Reading Test

(comprehension)




WCPM is a useful predictor of KS2 reading .

Year 5 reading fluency (WCPM) and percentage of pupils achieving KS2 Reading expected standard (Year 6) A short reading ﬂuency check (2_3
100% minutes) provides a useful indicator
S & o e ©9 of KS2 reading outcomes
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Supporting

struggling readers




Using assessments to target reading needs for struggling readers  flt

A typical year group
(100 pupils, reweighted to national K52) 100 pupils who did not meet KS2: typical year group 1' Identify eaCh pupil’s
ETEEEEEEER reading needs
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Struggling readers and pupil context

Year 7, KS2 reading below 100: reading need by pupil group

ALl KS2 below 100 (n=2,152) 7 55% -
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How can schools and trusts improve reading?

1

Start with
phonics

Teaching phonics
remains the essential
starting point

2
Q@

Check fluency

Assess fluency
throughout primary
school

3
Q

Look beyond the
pass mark

The Phonics
Screening Check pass
mark is not the full
picture

4
[]

Identify needs

Use reading
assessments to find
struggling readers
and their needs

Target support

Match interventions
and class teaching to
each reader’s needs

[Ft




Thank you

Copy of the slides: scan badge on the way out or email us

Email: contact@fft.org.uk

Primary schools

Success for AIK ARC Reciprocal
Phonics Reading /=

DFE validated Reading
phonics programme comprehension
intervention with

proven impact from
EEF trials

. Tutormg
F F l_ 4 LIGH‘I’NING

Reading catch-up
programme for
decoding and fluency
(current EEF trial)

Secondary schools

LittleWandle @ Unlocking
CODE Reading
KS3 phonics CPD for all
intervention and secondary schools,
assessment delivered in
developed with Little partnership with the
Wandle and Harper DfE for 2025/26

Collins

[Ft

All schools

r r L Readlng
Assessment Programme

Online adaptive
assessments to
assess reading skills
and identify
struggling readers
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